
We exist to gather, equip & unleash 
the next generation of women 

to live out their purpose.



hello

My name is Jennie Allen. I am a wife, mother, author and the Founder and Visionary of 
an organization called IF:Gathering. 

IF:Gathering seeks to gather, equip and unleash women to live out God’s calling on their 
lives. Our focus is on building tools that allow the local church to minister to the women 
in their congregations.

Last February, we hosted our second annual Gathering and we saw the movement of 
God. Over 110,000 small groups and individuals streamed our two-day conference and 
we believe it was only the beginning. We will continue to come together around the 
world again on February 5-6, 2016 with a spirit of humility and unity to pray that God 
would work in even greater ways.

Our desire is not to pull women out of their communities to fill a massive stadium, but 
rather we hope to equip women leaders to bring the resources of IF:Gathering to local 
churches and communities. We call it IF:Local, and we pray that the women of your 
congregation take part.

We do not exist to throw successful events to reach the masses. We only exist to build 
disciples who love and serve their local churches. IF:Gathering may or may not be 
around for our daughters and granddaughters, but we know the Church WILL. It is the 
Church that we hope to serve. That is the focus of our existence.

Our approach is not cutting-edge or fresh or a different approach to disciple-making 
than what we’ve seen the Church thrive on. We believe in the simple, pure power of God 
and His Word. We gather around Scripture daily to read, pray and apply it to our lives. 
We share meals and have deep, honest conversations about faith. And finally, and fun-
damentally, we get on our knees together and pray that God would use us to His glory 
and for the good of others.

The following pages contain more information about IF:Gathering. We hope this letter 
gives you clarity and peace about what God has called us to do and what we hope to 
partner with you in as we seek to serve the local church, honor God and make His name 
great. 

My name is Jennie Allen. I am a wife, mother, author, and the Founder and 
Visionary of an organization called IF:Gathering.

IF:Gathering seeks to gather, equip, and unleash women to live out God’s 
calling on their lives. We are a generation of women that believes God at 
His Word that He called us to our places and will use us for His glory and 
for the good of His people.

Last February, we hosted our second gathering, and God continued to 
move. Over 1100,000 small groups and individuals streamed our 2-day 
gatheirng, and we believe it was only the beginning. We will come together 
around the world again on February 5-6, 2016 in a spirit of humility and 
unity to pray that God works in even greater ways.

stadium, instead, we work to equip women that desire to be leaders to 
bring IF:Gathering to churches and communities all over the world. We are 
seeing women rise up to take responsibility for the souls of other women in 
their local churches and communities, and all we’re doing is providing the 
tools for them to do it.

We are not super creative, cutting edge, or innovative. In fact, we are very 
old school. We gather around a book of the Bible daily to read, pray, and 
apply. We eat together and have deep honest conversations about faith. 
Finally, we get on our knees together and pray that God would use us for 
His glory and the good of others.

The following pages contain more information about IF:Gathering. We hope 
this letter gives you peace and understanding about what God is calling us 
to do and what we are inviting you to be a part of. 

IF:Founder & Visionary

hello



Hello.     

My name is Zac Allen, I am the Chairman of the IF:Gathering Board of Directors, and I get the 
privilege of being husband to Jennie Allen. The IF:Gathering Board is a group of men and wom-
en who provide counsel, accountability, and encouragement to the staff and leaders of 
IF:Gathering.       

First of all, we want to thank you for the hard work of shepherding your flock. We see the leaders 
of the church as our co-laborers, and we pray for the ministry that you oversee and care for.         

A little about my pastoral experience. I served in the local church for 12 years, spending the last 
seven of those years planting and pastoring Austin Bible Fellowship. We merged with Austin 
Stone Community Church in 2011. Over the course of our marriage and ministry, Jennie and 
I have been discipled by mature believers as well as received formal training from men and 
women committed to the authority of scripture. Jennie and I both received degrees from Dallas 
Theological Seminary.         

It is a joy to help protect my wife and the ministry that God has given her. Jennie & I knew that 
God was calling her to launch IF:Gathering, but we were not prepared for the enormous reach 
that it would have since those beginnings. I also serve as the theological editor of our equipping 
content, and while we have a diverse offering of voices, I can assure you that we will never know-
ingly publish content that does not align with scripture.

We believe that the local church is the primary, God-instituted community of the Spirit for 
believers. IF exists to build tools for the local church; it is our aim to work alongside leaders like 
you to advance the Kingdom and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In fact, we are counting on you. We 
strive to stay as ecumenical as possible, working across denominations to see the bigger picture 
of what God is doing among his people. Our hope is to build the community under your leader-
ship so that as women wrestle with various points of theology, they can go to you and your staff 
for wisdom and pastoral guidance.         

Thousands of women have seen God move in and amongst their lives through the ministry at 
IF:Gathering, and they have been eager to work with their pastoral leadership to see that happen 
well for each individual congregation for the glory of God. We hope and pray your church’s expe-
rience with our tools and resources is one that leaves women edified, encouraged and expectant 
over what God is doing and how we can run this race together with humility and joy. 

Zac Allen
IF:Gathering Board of Directors Chairman

a letter from our board



wh at w e bel ie ve

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is the seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true G od f rom true G od, begotten, not made, of o ne B eing w ith the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: b y the power o f the Holy S pirit he b ecame incarnate from t he 

dance with the Scripture; he ascended into heaven a nd is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to com. Amen

IF:Gathering exists because of Jesus and under His name we are 

wrestle.

what we bel ieve

accor-

is worshipped and

come. Amen.   - The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is the seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the  Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scripture; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

- The Nicene Creed



authority
We believe the God of the Universe reveals and defines Himself through His Word. We 
believe the Scriptures, both Old and New Testament, are verbally inspired by God, fully 
trustworthy and of supreme and final authority in what they say.

the church
We believe in the universal Church, expressed through local bodies of believers, as the 
primary means of faithful expression to God. We are passionate about creating resources 
and tools to serve the church as they serve women around the world.

authenticity
We want to create a safe environment where women can bring their wrestling, their 
doubts, and their confessions.

participatory
We believe that together, by unleashing our God-given gifts, we can restore ourselves and 
the world to be more like God intended.

humble
We will humbly come together with our unique gifts, resources, and perspectives, be-
lieving that unified under the name of Christ, we can be more effective at reaching our 
generation than divided.

christ-centered
We believe in one God. Everything we do is grounded in the truth of Christ’s life, death 
and resurrection. What we do exists for the glory of God.

honoring
We honor each person and their values. We respect the value and traditions of each ind-
vidual, while coming together for the sake of unity to carry God to the next generation of 
women.

values



who we are
gather, equip, unleash



unleash
Our hope is that IF:Gathering transforms hearts and leaves a tangible impact on 
the world. By partnering with organizations like Food for the Hungry, IJM, Feed 
the Children, Africa New Life Ministries and Hope International, we are com-
ing alongside women around the world, fostering relationships and utilizing our 
God-given gifts.

equip
We are creating a blueprint for intentional equipping - reaching women with 
tools that are holistic, strategic and deep. By providing easy online access to a 
like-hearted community and relevant resources, we release women around the 
world to live  out their purposes.

gather
Our 2-day gathering each year brings together women from all over the world to 
humbly seek God and to equip them to better live out their callings. We seek to 
model, resource, and empower women so that they create fresh, honest spaces in 
their local contexts to wrestle with essential questions of faith. We call them 
IF:Locals. The makeup and mechanics of each IF:Local is unique. There are 
monthly and annual opportunities to gather with women for prayer, for convening 
at dinner tables, for processing of Scripture, and for dreaming about what God can 
do through the laying down of our lives in obedience.



In 2007 Jennie Allen sensed God telling her to disciple a generation. It seemed to be an impossi-
ble and improbable calling. Jennie knew that if this call was truly from God, then He would make 
it a reality. So for years she waited, took small steps of obedience, and watched God begin to open 
doors and give favor—a book deal, friendships with like-minded authors and influencers, and the 
support of church leaders. 

As Jennie began to share this seed of a vision with trusted friends, the response was collectively, 
“Yes, I’m in.”  One of the first people God brought into this story was Lindsey Nobles. Armed with 
a similar desire and years of experience, Lindsey volunteered to come alongside Jennie to imple-
ment the vision and help lay the foundation for whatever this would become.

The vision was to gather, equip, and unleash women to live out God’s calling on their lives.  And 
since discipleship happens life on life, Jennie knew the most effective way to serve the global 
church was to build tools and resources that women could use to serve the women in their com-
munities through their local congregations. 

O U R  S T O R Y
This is  our story.  God’s  story through us.



Jennie knew that discipling a generation would require an army of women to lead alongside her. 
Some of the first friends to believe in her vision put aside their own individual ministries to lever-
age their collective influence for the glory of God and the good of His Church. These women took 
an incredible risk and believed in this vision before any organization had formally been estab-
lished. 

In the fall of 2013, 60 influencers from diverse backgrounds were invited to Austin, TX to hear and 
speak into this vision that was beginning to take shape. During that weekend, God tore down walls 
of division and built bridges that unified women across denominations and various contexts.  

“God tore down walls 
of division and built 
bridges that unified 

women across 
denominations and 
various contexts.”

Immediately after that retreat, with fear and 
trembling - but with faith - IF:Gathering public-
ly launched with a website and a scheduled first 
event for February 7 - 8, 2014. In order to be ac-
cessible for all women, the gathering had no set 
ticket price and would be live-streamed, initially 
as a way to accommodate those who could not 
get a ticket. Registration opened and 47 minutes 
later the event was sold out. 

Back row: Melissa Greene, Lauren Chandler, Tara Jenkins, Esther Havens, Bianca Juarez Olthoff, Jen Hatmaker, & Ann 
Voskamp. Front row: Lindsey Nobles, Jennie Allen, Rebekah Lyons, & Angie Smith.



In our wildest of dreams, we couldn’t have imagined what would happen next.
Women around the world stood up as IF:Local Leaders and took leadership in their own 
communities and hosted the streaming of IF:Gathering in their homes, churches, and theaters. 
It wasn’t just one age group, one race, or one denomination represented. Women tasted what 
it was like to be a part of a global move of God where each person had a place and lives were 
changed.. IF: Gathering became a reality.

The best metaphor we have to describe what has happened is this: each person in this story is a 
domino. Small acts of obedience to God result in the laying down of our lives, or our dominoes. 
Jennie and the IF team’s obedience is a very small part of a really huge matrix of dominoes. 
What has happened over the last two years is that an army of women have been obedient to 
their call and it has unleashed others to do the same. The result is simply that God’s glory is on 
display through the laying down of lives in the midst of a generation of women who want to see 
Him move. 

i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  o u r  g a t h e r i n g s 
h a v e  r e a c h e d  m o r e  t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  w o m e n 

i n  5 0  c o u n t r i e s  w o r l d w i d e .

IF:Gathering Advisors: Christine Caine (not pictured), 
Debbie Eaton, & Shelley Giglio



The global community of women leaders who have gathered, equipped, and unleashed other 
women to God’s calling on their lives are too numerous to count…so today, our leadership now 
consists of women like:

Sarah in Visalia, CA who had every generation of women in their church gathered around
IF:Table.

Christina who could not put her IF:Pray Gathering on the map because she is living among 
an unreached people group, using our resources to disciple women.

Abby and a group of pastor’s wives in College Station, TX who are leading racial unity 
conversations with over 80 women from around the county

Hillary, an employee at Southeastern University, who has adapted our tools and resources 
to transform a college campus for God’s glory.

The dream is that ordinary women would become leaders who would rise up to make disci-
ples in every city in the country and every country in the world. We have seen glimpses of this 
already, and we cannot wait to see what God does next.



i f :austin + if :local

In February 2014, for the first time, IF:Gathering brought together women 
in Austin and around the world via a live web-cast. The diverse IF:Gathering 
leadership team, speakers, worship leaders and attendees sought to make the 
things they agree upon - loving Jesus and loving others - the central focus and 
the beliefs that unify.

Many participants described the gathering as vulnerable, humble, and authen-
tic. The goals were simple; to encourage women to walk in freedom from sin, 
to set their eyes on Jesus and to dream about what God wants to do with them 
individually and corporately.

40,000
streams during weekend

22 countries
represented hosting and
watching

1,200
women in austin, texas

150,000
estimated number of 
if:local attendees

t w o  t h o u s a n d  f o u r t e e n

2014



 

 

 

1,500
women hosting if:gathering

110,000
streams during weekend

44 countries
represented hosting and
watching

2,000
women in austin, texas

412,000
estimated number of 
viewers

2015

    facebook  
our reach includes over 

50,000 likes on facebook 
with thousands interacting 

on a regular basis.

pay what you can
our donation ticket model

allowed an economically
diverse audience to

participate.  averaging
$48 per person.

twitter 
our hashtag trended over 

the course of the weekend, 
and eclipsed the top five 

trends in the united states.

16.9 million 
impressions

millions of people participat-
ed and interacted through-

out the gathering taking our 
reach to millions.

two thousand fifteen



The vision for IF:Table is based on Acts 2:46

“they broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”

We are inviting women to host dinners once a month in their local communities. 
Inspired by Acts 2:46, IF:Table is:

We believe the table is place to gather women and share a simple meal and dive deep 
with people over real stories and Christ centered conversations. A time for a whole lot 
of laughter – and maybe a few tears – but time spent that leaves us with glad hearts. 
Full hearts. Grateful hearts.

hours

questions

women

2
4
6

6,000+
all over the country women are 

registered to host if:table each month

“IF Table brought some really amazing conversation with some really amazing 
women. Thanks for making us intentional about friendships and Jesus.”   -Lauren

if :table



IF:Equip is a daily Bible reading tool that is design to help women around the world to 
know God more deeply and to live out their purpose. Every day we provide a passage of 
scripture, three processing questions, and a v ideo of two leaders discussing that same 
passage.

“Honestly this keeps me in the Word better than anything in a long time. After coming 

each morning and look forward to that email. I read the scripture and listen to the video 
before I do anything else.” 

-Sharron

subscri bers
thousands o f women around 
the world join us in scripture 
and discussion each morning.

likes
on facebook 

reaching and interacting 
with thousands daily

followers
on twitter 

and instagram

if :equip

IF:Equip is a daily Bible reading tool that is designed to help women around the 
world to know God more deeply and to live out their purpose. Every day we provide 
a passage of scripture, three questions, and a video of two leaders discussing that 
same passage.

11,000+
followers

on twitter
and instagram

23,000+
likes

on facebook
reaching & interacting 
with thousands daily

50,000+
subscribers

thousands of women around 
the world join us in scripture 
and discussion each morning

“Honestly, this keeps me in the Word better than anything in a long time. After 
coming off of the IF:Gathering and being so inspired by that, it’s been a blessing 
to wake up each morning and look forward to that email. I read the scripture and 
listen to the video before I do anything else.”

- Sharron



2,000+2 50+
registered events 

worldwide

individual  
streams online

if :pray

On September 23rd, 2014, we gathered together in Austin, TX and around the 
world to pray humbly before God and asked that He would open our eyes and 
our hearts to the physical and spiritual needs around us.

“Our hearts were moved closer to Him and to stand in 
the gap for these needs we prayed for. 

There was healing and grace and new courage in each of 
us for stepping into what He is calling us to.”

Phyllis

2,000+
registered events 

worldwide

individual  
streams online

250+

the second annual if:pray will take place september 14,2015.





Thank you for considering giving and helping us gather, 
equip, and unleash women to live out their calling. 

www.ifgathering.com




